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Letter from the Master of the Order

"Como el Padre me ha enviado, fa S "Comm le Pére m'a envoyé,
yo 08 envio:..” \ Moi aussi je vous envoie...”

‘The Father sends his Son
- small, fragile, powerless
that we may understand,
welcome, and love Him.

The Son sends us, to become like Him,
that we may understand,
welcome, and love one another.

Christmas is 2 mission.

We are sent, to proclaim:

“whar we have heard,

what we have seen wich our eyes,
what we looked upon

and touched with our hands

the Word of life™ Johm 1)
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A Blessed Christmas to you
and everyone you hold dear!
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Message from the President
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And the Word became flesh and made His
dwelling among us, and we saw His glory,
the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of
grace and truth” (Jn 1:14)

My dear brothers and sisters in St.
Dominic,

Christmas blessings and graces in
abundance to you and your families
and fraternities. Let not the current
pandemic dim the joy of our Savior’s
birth! Grace and peace, blessings and
joy have come! My best wishes to all.
Let us go to Bethlehem in our hearts
and meditations and adore Him who
has come and will come again!

Glory to God in the Highest, our savior
Christ the Lord is born! These long-
awaited words, found in Luke 2:14,
were announced by angels; and can
you image how beautifully they sang?
In my meditation during this
Christmas season, I sometimes love to
go to the cave to adore the newborn
King, the Christ Child, God made
man. A memory that accompanies me
is the beautiful hymn I learned while
singing in my Polish parish’s choir,
now of happy memory, called
“Lulajze Jezuiu” or “Lulie.” I'm not
Polish but my husband is, and the
traditions and the music are worth
noting. This hymn, composed by
Fryderyk Chopin, is reminiscent of a
lullaby and speaks to swaddling and
comforting the baby Jesus and lulling
Him to sleep with melodious song.
Now those of you who are Polish or
are familiar with this song know just
what I mean, and I can see the smiles
come to your faces. I dreamed of
singing it softly to my own
grandchildren as I rocked them and
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thanked God for the gift He gave to
our family in each of them. That
dream came true, and I still go back to
Bethlehem in praise and think of
Mary singing this same song to the
pearl of her virginity. Now you can go
on YouTube and listen to the words
and melody if you like, and may you
hold the newborn Savior in your arms
and your heart as you praise and
thank the Father for His gift of Love
incarnate. Here are some of the words
in English translation, and you can see
how beautiful they are. Can you
picture the scene?

Hush little Jesus, my little pear,
Hush my favorite little delight.
Hush little Jesus, hush, hush

Lulajze Jezuniu, moja Peretko,
Lulaj ulubione me Piescidetko.
Lulajze Jezuniu, lulaj, ze lulaj
A ty go matulu w placzu utulaj

Each culture has its unique and lovely
nativity traditions, and we embrace
how the birth of our Savior is
honored in each. This is not to forget
those with sadness this season. Some
have lost loved ones, are separated
from their families, or are sick
themselves. Our hearts and prayers go
to you to comfort and console you.
Let not these things dull the joy of
Mary’s fiat made flesh.

May the peace and joy of the Christ
Child, fill you with His love and joy
and every blessing. We can’t keep this
precious gift to ourselves, it is given to
us to give to others, to share with a
broken and sick world. The mystery
and miracle of the Incarnation stands
at the heart of our Catholic faith. Jesus
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taught the Truth to those who would
listen, we must do the same.

Maranatha, Come Lord Jesus. Hymn 55
in Christian Prayer, speaks to the coming
again of Christ in judgement. Grace and
peace, blessings and joy have come! They
will come again. Maranatha, come oh
Christ the Lord!

Thank you for the gift you are to each
other and to our Lord and for your
fidelity to your vocation as Dominican

laity. May you, your families, loved ones,
and fraternities, have a very merry
Christmas and a New Year filled with
God’s blessings!

Your sister in St. Dominic,
Kathy (Mary Catherine Thomas)

Mrs. Kathy Kendrek, OP
President, Dominican Laity

Lay Fraternities of Saint Dominic
Province of St. Joseph U.S.A.

Rembrandt, Adoration of the Shepherds, 1646, National Gallery, London, UK,
https://www.wikiart.org/en/rembrandt/adoration-of-the-shepherds-1646
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Sign up to have eLumen delivered to your email box at http://laydominicans.org/
For questions, please contact the editor
Permission to reprint is granted provided that citation is made to eLumen

with the volume, issue, year, author, and title of specific articles.
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